
Fairtrade award 
for town group

TOADS begin 
work with artist 
to create shelter

Huntly’s Fairtrade Town group handing over Fairtrade footballs to the women’s team at Christie Park.  Picture: Beth Taylor

A NEW creative project to design and 
build an accessible garden shelter has 
begun in Huntly’s Brander Garden. 

As part of a collaboration between 
artist Susie Dalton and young people from 
Huntly outdoor after school club TOADS, 
the shelter will be designed with wildlife, 
plants and people in mind.

In their first session, the group was 
joined by BBC Scotland’s Out of Doors 
who interviewed Susie and the TOADS 
about their plans for the project. 

Over the coming months, the project 
will explore ways of working together to 
develop models and plans using recycled 
materials and clay, with the finished 
shelter opening at a special Garden Gala 
day in early spring 2024.

Susie Dalton is a visual artist and 
ceramicist based in Dundee, working with 
clay and other sculptural materials. 

With a background in archaeology and 
children’s rights, Susie enjoys working 
creatively with young people to think 
about our past, present, and future.

The project was instigated by Huntly 
arts organisation Deveron Projects, 
after a successful application to the 
Green Action Trust’s CSGN Growing Food 
Together Fund. 

Keep an eye on the Deveron Projects 
Facebook page for updates as the shelter 
takes shape.

A HUNTLY group has won a na-
tional award for its approach to 
fair trade.

Community groups and indi-
viduals across Aberdeenshire, 
who share the importance of 
supporting Fairtrade, were rec-
ognised at the Scottish Fair 
Trade Awards 2023.

And the winner of the 
Innovation Award – which goes 
to an individual, group or or-
ganisation that has created an 
innovative campaign or taken 

a new approach to fair trade –
was Huntly Ethical Trading 
Initiative.

The group actively participate 
in online events, host Fairtrade 
stalls throughout the year in their 
community for different events, 
reach out to the local elected of-
ficials and are active members 
of the Aberdeenshire Fairtrade 
Steering Group where they 
share all their ideas with others 
making Aberdeenshire Fairtrade 
Zone status a possibility.

On top of this, earlier in the 
year, they were involved in an 
innovative campaign to pro-
mote fair trade in football.

The aim of the project was to 
raise awareness of the need for 
the ethical trading of footballs.

They worked with the com-
munity and the newly formed 
Huntly FC Women.

At the very first league game at 
Christie Park against Inverurie 
Locos, ahead of kick-off, the 
group presented two Fairtrade 
footballs and a football bag to 
the team.

They got to choose player of 
the match and present the tro-
phy, and the event was pub-
lished in the Huntly Express as 
well as on Grampian Online.

Their citation stated: “Huntly 

Ethical Trading Initiative is in-
novative as a group with their 
aim of promoting all ethical 
trade, local and Fairtrade. 

“This Fairtrade football cam-
paign is an example of their 
innovative ideas and their ded-
ication to campaigning for eth-
ical and fair trade in their local 
community.”

Chairwoman Ellie Turner 
said: “We have a few Fairtrade 
footballs and when I heard 
that there was to be a Huntly 
Women’s football team, we 
decided to donate a couple to 
them, it just seemed the right 
thing to do.”

An event last week saw young members 
of Huntly’s TOADS work with artist Susia 
Dalton.
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£1.50  SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 96p

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER
UGIE HOTEL, CHURCH ROAD,  

KEITH AB55 5BR
10am - 4pm

WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 
BANFF SPRINGS HOTEL,  

GOLDEN KNOWES ROAD, BANFF AB45 2JE
10am - 4pm

FREE WHISKY VALUATION DAY
HOW MUCH IS YOUR WHISKY WORTH?


