
Day raises 
funds for 
Wee Toots

Barter cart 
back in style

Office bearers are elected

A POPULAR swap shop cart has 
returned to the Square.

The Deveron Projects-
operated cart disappeared 
for maintenance last year, but 
returned last week with a new 
look.

Local artist Darren Farquhar 
repainted the unmanned cart, 
reintroduced for artist Kawther 
Luay’s project The Gathering 
Table.

People can place items in the 
cart – including an expiry date 
for perishable items – and take 
something in exchange. 

Since 2020 the cart, available 
24 hours a day, has been used for 
a wide range of products.

Now, the cart will feature 
hand-made products, including 
vinegars, salts and sauces made 
from locally foraged ingredients 
as part of The Gathering Table.

The cart is part of Deveron 
Project’s Town Collection of over 
100 artworks around Huntly.

Zuzana Fryntová looks after 
the Town Collection. She said: 
“One of our focusses at Deveron 
Projects is food and the growing, 
cooking, eating and sharing 
involved. 

“The Honesty Cart is an 
experiment in honesty-based 
and non-monetary exchange, 
letting us think about what 
genuine ‘common wealth’ can 
look like. 

“We hope the cart will continue 
to be used by the residents of 
Huntly and build on the town’s 
record of mutual support.”

NEW office bearers were elected at Huntly 
Probus Club’s annual general meeting.

The club, which also agreed that it will 
continue meeting at Huntly Golf Club, 
elected Lindsay Taylor to the position of 
chairperson. 

She will take over the role from outgoing 
chairperson, Derek Alexander.

Vice chairperson is Ian Rennie, treasurer 
remains Jacqueline Smith, secretary will 
continue to be Colin Mumford, auditor 

is Ewen Mearns and Michael and Walter 
Whyte are on the committee.

The golf club will host meetings every 
second Tuesday until at least May, when it 
will be decided if a day or venue change is 
needed.

The next Probus Club meeting will 
welcome Gordon Casely, who will give 
a talk on St Columba’s Sacred Isle. The 
meeting will begin at 10am in the Huntly 
Golf Club.

By Alistair Whitfield
alistair.whitfield@hnmedia.co.uk

The team from Wee Toots. Left to right: Lisa Ogg, Paige 
Murison, Vicky Keith, Ashley Fraser and Emily Crombie. 

Outgoing Chairperson Derek Alexander, Secretary Colin Mumford and Jacqueline Smith.

The women enjoying Ladies Day at Huntly Golf Club.

A Ladies Day and fashion 
show held at Huntly Golf 
Club has raised an impres-
sive £1730 for charity.

The event was staged to 
drum up funds for local 
childcare group Wee Toots.

Pressures of increasing 
rent and utility costs for its 
premises have meant the 
non-profit making group 
is having to double down 
on its fundraising efforts to 
ensure the service can con-
tinue in the town.

Guests at the Ladies Day 
were treated to a prosecco 
reception, party games and 
food. 

This was followed by a 
fashion show from local 
online ladies boutique 
Blanc Closet.

The event then 

finished with a disco from 
JP Gallagher who recently 
received a ‘highly com-
mended’ in the DJ catego-
ry of the Scottish Wedding 
awards. 

Vicky Keith from Wee 
Toots said: “The day went 

better than we could have 
hoped for. We were all 
nervous beforehand as it’s 
the first Ladies Day that 
Wee Toots has hosted, and 
the first fashion show for 
Blanc Closet, too.

“But there was a great 

bunch of ladies and every-
one had the best day. 

“There might have been 
a few sore heads on Sunday 
though.”

The fashion show from 
www.blanccloset.co.uk 
showcased its new SS23 
range.

Melissa Simpson from 
Blanc Closet said: “We 
were so happy to be asked 
to take part as our own 
children attended Wee 
Toots.

“It’s a cause that means a 
lot to us. 

“As a fairly new online 
business, it also gave us 
the ideal opportunity to 
show our new range in our 
hometown.

“We were so lucky to 
have such stunning, local 
models to show-off our 
outfits. 

“We were also very 
lucky to have the high-
ly-skilled beauticians 
Sharon Paterson and Jean 
McFadyen from Top To 
Toe  who had us all looking 
glamorous. 

“The fashion show has 
been amazing for increas-
ing our profile and sales 
have been incredible since 
Saturday.”

Following the event’s 
success Wee Toots has al-
ready scheduled another 
date for November and in-
vited Blanc Closet to return 
to the catwalk.
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www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | info@cairngormgroup.co.uk

By installing A+ Cairngorm windows 
you will not only keep the cold winter 
days out, but keep your home warm  
so you can turn down the thermostat, 
and save some money.

Rising energy bills  
breaking the bank?


