
Lighting up sports 
pitch for the future

All the fun of festive season
A FESTIVE farmers’ market and shopping 
day will take place in Huntly this Sunday, 
December 17.

Experience Huntly and Huntly Farmers’ 
Market have joined forces.

The farmers’ market will offer local pro-
duce, festive fayre, street food and more 
from 10am-1pm in The Square.

Huntly and District Pipe Band members 
will entertain. You can join Fi and Friends 
for a pop up choir sing-along at 11am.

Mr and Mrs Claus will make a visit from 
10am and a number of local shops offering 
last minute festive gifts and essentials wil 
also be open.

Huntly Crafters pop up shop at 1 Gordon 
Street will offer local handmade crafts and 
gifts from 10am-2pm. Deveron Projects will 
host festive family crafting sessions at The 
Square Deal from 10am-5pm, where Huntly 
Ethical Trading Initiative will also provide 
Fairtrade hot drinks.

From around 4pm, Santa and his 
Cairngorm reindeer will visit, with thanks to 
the Rotary Club of Huntly. Find out more at 
www.experiencehuntly.com

Vivien Rae, marketing manager with 
Experience Huntly, said: “We are really ex-
cited for a festive fun day, with a real focus 
on local produce and shopping local.”

By David Porter
david.porter@hnmedia.co.uk

Fixing the new lights into place.

The Cairngorm reindeer will accompany Santa and Mrs Claus this Sunday.
Picture: Cairngorm Reindeer Centre/Lifestyle Magazine

Let there be better light.

AGED lighting at a sports facility in 
Huntly is being replaced thanks to 
the Huntly Sports Trust.

Support funding from sources 
including the Peoples Postcode 
Lottery and the Just Transition 
Fund have been used towards facil-
ity upgrades.

Chairman of Huntly Sports Trust 
Bruce Murray said: “The Huntly 
Meadows 3G pitch and fencing were 
replaced in the winter of 2021/2022, 
at a total cost of £385,000.

“However, due to increased steel 
and material costs at the time, we 
were unable to fit in the floodlight 
replacement.

“With rising energy costs, the 
trust undertook an energy assess-
ment in February to identify areas 
of improvement. 

“The report highlighted the 
20-year-old tungsten floodlights as 
a major contributor towards high 
energy costs and suggested re-
placement with comparable LED 
panels.”

Since the facility re-opened in 
April 2022 it has been well received 
and is utilised seven days a week.

Through the support of funders 

like the Peoples Lottery, Vattenfall 
Clashindarroch Wind Farm 
Community Fund, Just Transition 
and other funding secured by the 
trust, further improvement work 
has been brought forward.

This includes portable dugouts 
for use during wet and wintry 

weather and raising the fencing 
height behind the goals to help with 
ball retention.

Added Mr Murray: “The upgrad-
ed facility is utilised by a wide range 
of local community football and 
rugby teams from Huntly including 
The Gordon Schools and is used 

by visiting teams and groups from 
Aberdeen, Dufftown and Insch for 
training and tournaments.”

The trust is looking to adopt 
the nearby tennis courts from 
Aberdeenshire Council, with a 
deep clean next spring.

Local councillor Gwyneth Petrie 
added: “This is excellent news for 
Huntly Sports Trust and those liv-
ing here and using these facilities.”  

Santa Run 
to bring 
festivities 
to Huntly
HUNTLY Rotary Club have 
said that they are gearing 
up for a busy few days, with 
their annual Santa Run tak-
ing place throughout the rest 
of this week

The annual festive 
fund-raiser began on 
Saturday, December 9, and 
will be running until Friday, 
December 12.

 In addition, Santa is go-
ing to be visiting the town 
all throughout this week 
ahead of the farmers’ market 
that will be taking place on 
Sunday.

Over the course of almost a 
week, a sleigh with Santa on 
board will tour the town each 
night with Rotarians and 
volunteers from the cricket 
club collecting donations for 
local, national and interna-
tional charities.

The group will be visiting 
the streets around Huntly 
from 5.30pm until 8pm each 
night.

It will make a final stop at 
Asda on Saturday December, 
16 from 10am - 1pm.

Full details of the Santa 
run can be found online on 
the Rotary Club’s Facebook 
page.
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www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | info@cairngormgroup.co.uk

By installing A+ Cairngorm windows 
you will not only keep the cold winter 
days out, but keep your home warm 

so you can turn down the thermostat, 
and save some money.
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